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(Average of past 24 hours)

City/ Index Air
Town Value Quality

Guwahati 87 Satisfactory

Nalbari 53 Satisfactory

Nagaon 32 Good

Sivasagar 60 Satisfactory

Silchar 62 Satisfactory

Pollution Control
Board, Assam

CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, Nov 19: The Gauhati High
Court on Wednesday observed that
restoring political stability in the Chak-
ma Autonomous District Council
(CADC) at the earliest would best
serve the interests of its residents,
and noted that the Mizoram Governor
may consider conducting a floor test to
ensure that the Council is led by a
majority-backed administration, as en-
visaged under the Sixth Schedule of
the Constitution.

The CADC has been under Gover-
nor’s Rule since July 7, following pro-
longed instability marked by frequent
changes in leadership and allegations
of irregular appointments that drew
sharp opposition from several Chakma

Restoring stability in Chakma Council
crucial; High Court suggests floor test

civil society organisations.
Earlier, the State government had

conveyed that an alternative execu-
tive committee was ready to assume
office, but the Governor proceeded with
direct administration, citing persistent
disorder.

Delivering its order, the Aizawl
bench of the Gauhati High Court held
that there was “no ground to interfere”
with the Governor’s July 7 proclama-
tion, noting that the Constitution grants
the Governor discretionary powers
under Paragraph 16(2) of the Sixth
Schedule and Paragraph 20BB.

While disposing of writ petition No.
84 of 2025, the court emphasised that
the Governor may consider taking the
“necessary steps as expeditiously as
possible” to restore an elected admin-

istration in the interest of justice, eq-
uity and fairness.

Reacting to the verdict, former Chief
Executive Member and BJP CADC
president Durjya Dhan Chakma wel-
comed the ruling, saying it reaffirmed
the principle of non-interference in ar-
eas where the Constitution vests au-
thority in the Governor. He said the
decision safeguards the administrative
framework of the CADC and ensures
clarity and stability going forward. Chak-
ma added that with the court having
upheld the Governor’s discretionary
powers, it is now expected that appro-
priate steps will be taken regarding the
Council’s future.

Governor’s Rule was imposed after
renewed turmoil in mid-June, when the
BJP-led executive headed by CEM

Molin Kumar Chakma fell to a no-con-
fidence vote on June 16, following the
defection of 12 BJP Members of Dis-
trict Council (MDC) in the 20-mem-
ber house to the Zoram People’s Move-
ment (ZPM).

The ZPM MDCs subsequently
formed their legislature party and
staked a claim on June 18 to form the
next executive committee.

A day after the Governor’s procla-
mation, State Home Minister K Sap-
danga told reporters that the council
of ministers had urged the Governor
to reconsider, arguing that the ZPM
had secured a clear majority with 16
MDCs and was prepared to form a sta-
ble executive. The government’s po-
sition was formally communicated to
Raj Bhavan on July 5.

CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL, Nov 19: A day-

long general strike against

the upcoming Manipur San-

gai Festival has severely af-

fected normal life, particular-

ly in Imphal valley in Manipur

on Wednesday.

The general strike was

called by the Kangleipak

Communist Party-Military

Council (Progressive), an

underground group, to pro-

test the 10-day-long Sangai

Festival, which is scheduled

to begin from November 21

in Imphal.

The outfit said they were

opposing the festival due to

the prevailing situation aris-

ing from the ongoing ethnic

violence in the State.

All roads leading to Imphal

wore a desolate look since

morning as the local trans-

port services and others have

suspended their daily activi-

ties in the State, particularly

in the capital city.

All shops in major mar-

Strike hits normal
life in Imphal

Streets in Imphal wear a deserted look during the general
strike on Wednesday. – Photo: Correspondent

kets, including those at Pao-

na Bazar, Thangal Bazar, MG

Avenue, including the iconic

Nupi Keithel (women’s mar-

ket) and other periphery

markets, remained closed

due to the strike.

Functioning of government

and private offices, along with

business establishments, was

also affected in view of the

general strike.

However, the essential and

emergency services were

exempted from the purview

of the general strike. No un-

wanted incidents were re-

ported during the course of

the strike.

The Manipur Sangai festi-

val is the biggest annual event

organised by the State gov-

ernment to promote tourism

since 2010. The festival is

named after the endangered

Sangai deer found exclusive-

ly in the State.

However, the State gov-

ernment has urged the peo-

ple and various groups to

support the festival.

RSS chief to
visit Manipur
on Nov 20

IMPHAL, Nov 19: RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat is
scheduled to arrive in Ma-
nipur on November 20 for the
first time since ethnic vio-
lence broke out two years ago,
a functionary of the organisa-
tion said on Wednesday.

During his three-day stay,
Bhagwat will interact with
citizens, entrepreneurs, and
representatives of the tribal
community, RSS state general
secretary Tarunkumar Shar-
ma informed.

“Bhagwat’s visit to the
State is in connection with the
centenary celebrations of the
RSS. He is arriving from Gu-
wahati on November 20 and
will leave on November 22,”
he said.

This will be Bhagwat’s first
visit since the violence broke
out two years ago, another
RSS functionary said, adding
that he had last visited the
State in 2022.

As part of his itinerary, sep-
arate interactive sessions will
be held with prominent citi-
zens, tribal community rep-
resentatives, and youth lead-
ers, Sharma said.

“On the day of his arrival,
he will be meeting with en-
trepreneurs and eminent in-
dividuals at a programme at
Konjeng Leikai in Imphal. On
November 21, Bhagwat will
meet and interact with tribal
leaders from the Manipur
hills,” he said.

Asked if the RSS chief will
be visiting relief camps,
where internally displaced
people have been staying for
the last two years, he said,
“This is not in the schedule
as of now. The visit is mostly
an internal part of the organ-
isation.” - PTI

CORRESPONDENT

AGARTALA, Nov 19:The Tripura Film and

Television Institute (TFTI) has, for the first

time this year, introduced a one-year post-

graduate certificate course in film and video

editing and screen acting.

According to an official press note issued

by the ICA department, the TFTI, established

in 2022–23 as the only institute of its kind in

the State, has so far been offering short-term

courses in news anchoring, film appreciation,

screen acting, production management, script

Tripura Film and Television
Institute introduces PG certificate

writing, digital editing, sound recording, and

sound designing.

The TFTI was inaugurated on November

28, 2022, at the State-run Nazrul Kala Kshet-

ra campus in the Banamalipur area. It was set

up as a joint initiative of the Department of

Information and Cultural Affairs and Kolkata-

based Satyajit Ray Film and Television Insti-

tute. Since its inception, the institute has made

significant progress in training students across

various domains of film and television produc-

tion and has emerged as an important hub for

skill development in the audio-visual sector.

Celebrated authors to
participate in Shillong
Literary Festival
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, Nov 19: The

fifth edition of the Shillong Lit-

erary festival will witness cel-

ebrated authors, both from In-

dia and abroad, participating in

panel discussions, signing

books and interacting with the

audience. The festival will start

on November 20 at Ward’s

Lake here.

The three-day festival

would witness around 60 well-

known authors, poets and film-

makers from around the globe.

Some of the well-known au-

thors who would be participat-

ing include Booker Prize win-

ners Banu Mustaq and Shehan

Karukaratne. Mustaq, a Kan-

nada writer, won the 2025 In-

ternational Booker Prize for

her collection of short stories

– Heart Lamps.

Karukaratne, on the other

hand, is a Sri Lankan author

who won the 2022 Booker

Prize for his novel, The Seven

Moons of Maali Almeida.  Be-

sides, Francesc Miralles, one

of the authors of the best-sell-

ing non-fiction, Ikigai: The Jap-

anese Secret to a Long and

Happy Life, would also be here.

Another star attraction is

Sam Darylmple, son of well-

known historian William

Darylmple. The junior

Darylmple has recently pub-

lished the Shattered Lands.

Author Jamling Tenzing

Norgay, son of the legendary

mountaineer, Tenzin Norgay,

who scaled Mt Everest, will

engage in a discussion, “Scal-

ing Mount UPSC”. There will

be discussions with Sajjan Ya-

dav from the Ministry of Fi-

nance, who also authored In-

dia’s Vaccine Story.

From the region, Arupa Ka-

lita Patangia, Sahitya Akademi

Award winner from Assam;

Mmhonlumo Kikon, author of

His Majesty’s Headhunters;

Janice Pariat and several oth-

ers will take part in the festival.

During this edition, there

will be special sessions dedi-

cated to authors in the Khasi

and Garo languages. Moreo-

ver, Garo award-winning film

director Domnic Sangma, ac-

tors Rajat Kapur and Vinay

Pathak from Bollywood would

be participating.

The festival would also wit-

ness music performance by

Gino Banks, son of the legen-

dary jazz musician, Louiz

Banks and other local artists

from the State, including the

Shillong Chamber Choir.


